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As Headteacher of Bedale High School, I feel privileged to serve 
a wonderful community and I am immensely proud of all our 
students. Our mission is to provide an education where there is 
“excellence for all” and, as such, I am committed to ensuring that 
each and every child fulfils his or her potential here at Bedale. In our 
most recent Ofsted report, inspectors commented that “students 
have a strong sense of pride in the school and are committed to 
their studies’’. Whilst we were judged to be “Good’’ in all areas, we 
also know that we continue to be a rapidly improving school.

To that end, we recognise that the only true way to achieve 
“excellence” is through a strong partnership with parents and 
I can guarantee that we will always be a school that genuinely 
listens to parental views and uses them to maintain what has 
been an impressive rate of improvement in recent years. We 
promise to keep you well informed and to consult with parents 
on any significant changes.

I hope you find this prospectus informative but, whilst it 
is designed to give you a “flavour” of the school, we also 
acknowledge that the best way of finding out what we are truly 
about is to see us in action. As a parent myself, I believe we offer 
a truly great education here at Bedale so if you want to find out 
more, please get in touch and arrange a visit when you will be 
guaranteed a warm welcome and a tour of the school where you 
will see at first hand our commitment to excellence! 

Mr T Kelly, Headteacher

‘Excellence     for all’

“We chose Bedale High 
School because of its 
family atmosphere. Our 
daughter is thriving.”
Year 8 Parent
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High expectations

Fulfilling potential
From Year 7, students are taught how to learn effectively, including managing their 
time and organising their home learning. Parents are a key part of this process and 
are encouraged to discuss home learning tasks that they can view through our online 
portal “Show my Homework”.

Teachers make every effort to bring learning to life by bringing the real world into the 
classroom. Most subjects offer practical experiences, including field work and there are 
regular trips and visits, including foreign study tours.

Students at Bedale benefit from top quality careers guidance, particularly linked to 
their post-16 choices. Typically, most students do well at local colleges and Sixth 
Forms, with many progressing to university where they gain top degrees.

“Students have a strong sense of pride in their 
school and are committed to their studies.”
Ofsted

“Teaching is underpinned 
by strong classroom 
relationships.” 
Ofsted
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A clear code of conduct places a heavy emphasis 
on strong relationships. Through a structured 
tutorial and assembly programme, students are 
regularly reminded of our core values:

•	 displaying a positive attitude to learning;
•	 showing respect for all;
•	 demonstrating high levels of commitment.

Students are expected to wear their uniform 
with pride and are actively encouraged to play 
a role in helping to run the school, whether 
as members of the school council, as subject 
ambassadors or simply in helping to organise 
learning within their classrooms.

‘Excellence for all’
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A relentless focus on learning
Our extended GCSE programme stretches over Years 9, 10 and 11, allowing for 
students to deepen their understanding of concepts and develop the essential skills for 
success. In collaboration with parents, students are guided down one of three pathways:

•	 enhanced pathway - designed for more able students likely to be progressing 
down an academic A level route and onto university;

•	 standard pathway - this is appropriate for the majority of students who are 
considering sixth form studies, either academic or vocational, and want to keep 
their options as wide as possible;

•	 supported pathway - aimed at students who need additional support with literacy 
and/or numeracy so that they can maximise their success and move on to a 
vocational route at college or access employment with some form of training.

Every student will follow compulsory courses in English Language, English Literature, 
Maths and Citizenship. All students will normally follow at least a double award in 
Science with many choosing to follow the triple science route. A wider range of 
subjects are on offer at GCSE and these are reviewed annually.
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All lessons are taught by fully qualified teachers who are specialists in their subject area. At 
KS3 (Years 7 and 8), this involves a broad and balanced curriculum:

•	 Core subjects of English, Maths and Science;
•	 Humanities - History, Geography and RE/Citizenship;
•	 Modern Foreign Languages - French;
•	 Technology - Textiles, Food and Nutrition;
•	 Creative Arts - Art, Music and Drama;
•	 Physical Education;
•	 ICT.

Music tuition is available through the county peripatetic music service and students are provided 
with regular opportunities to showcase their talents, including our morning assemblies.

Quality in the classroom

“High quality professional development is at the 
heart of our commitment to excellence.” 
Deputy Headteacher, Matt Gill



Exciting opportunities
The school places a heavy emphasis on sport and fitness. Students are 
encouraged to participate in a wide variety of individual and team sports 
with a clear focus on enjoyment as well as showing determination to 
succeed. That same desire to “be the best that you can be” is also 
noticeable within art, music and drama. If your child has a talent or a 
passion, they will be encouraged to pursue their dreams!

We value Student Leadership and there are opportunities from Year 
7 to Year 11 for students to broaden their horizons and experiences 
through participating and leading in a range of activities. All KS4 students 
are encouraged to consider our Duke of Edinburgh Award programme. 
As well as developing essential skills for the future, it is a highly prized 
additional qualification that boosts our students’ chances of success.

An annual programme of trips and visits augments the learning within 
the classroom.  Whether it be our annual Coast to Coast cycle ride or a 
Geography trip to Iceland, there is something on offer for every child.

‘Excellence for all’

“I really value the school's 
commitment to keep us 
informed and the weekly 
e-mails are great.” 
Year 8 Parent
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Parent partnerships
The school is proactive in engaging with parents and prides 
itself on being a "listening" school. As a first point of contact, 
your child’s form tutor will be on hand every day to deal with 
any minor issues or concerns. Where this is not possible, 
our dedicated pastoral support team will work closely with 
teaching staff to ensure that any potential problems are 
“nipped in the bud”.

A well-organised programme of home learning is designed to 
accelerate student progress and the “Show my Homework” 
website enables parents to play a crucial role in this.

Regular parents’ evenings, additional “themed” meetings and a 
parents’ forum, along with an active Facebook page, all provide 
opportunities for parents to stay connected with the school.

“Part of our mission 
is to develop the 
next generation of 
leaders and the Duke 
of Edinburgh Award is 
central to this.” 
Tom Kelly, 
Headteacher

‘Excellence for all’



Support for learning
A number of our students have learning difficulties or additional needs and so staff in school 
are trained and given relevant information and strategies to support them. Through careful 
planning, teachers are asked to modify learning and interaction wherever possible and the 
school also employs a number of teaching assistants who support in class as well as offering 
specific intervention sessions for those children who need 1:1 support or small group tuition. 

The SEND team is located in ‘The Base’, which is a safe and calm space for those pupils who 
require a quieter space to learn, engage and to receive the support they need. A homework 
club is also in operation for those students who require extra support with personal 
organisation and small group interventions are held for pupils for academic and social support.  

“Our son transferred to Bedale High School this year and he has really 
enjoyed his variety of lessons – particularly Art, Drama, History and 
Science. He also participates in after school activities including Art, Rugby 
and Cross Country. He has built up good relationships with his form tutor, 
teachers and teaching assistants. The support that he receives has worked 
well and the continued support has helped him settle in his first year.”

Year 7 Parent
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Fitzalan Road, Bedale, North Yorkshire  DL8 2EQ
Tel: 01677 422419

E-mail: admin@bedalehighschool.org.uk
Web: www.bedalehighschool.org.uk
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