
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Covid Vaccinations for 12-15 year olds 
Parents will have seen by now that the government have decided to go ahead with plans to offer 
Covid-19 vaccinations to 12-15 year old children. Their guidance states the following: 
 
This autumn, all young people aged 12 to 15 are being offered a first dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine. Vaccinating young people should help to reduce the need for young people to have 
time off school and should reduce the risk of spread of COVID-19 within schools. The main 
purpose of the COVID-19 childhood vaccination programme is therefore to provide protection to 
the young people who receive the vaccine and to reduce the disruption to face-to-face 
education this winter. 
Like all school-based vaccination programmes, the School Age Immunisation Service (SAIS) 
team will be the primary provider of the vaccination programme and will be legally 
responsible for the delivery of the vaccine. 
More information on the COVID-19 vaccine, the vaccination programme and how it will work, as 
well as answers to some frequently asked questions, is included in the Public Health England 
guidance for schools. 
NHS leaflets are available to provide more information to parents, carers and eligible young 
people on the vaccine, including how it works and what to expect after having the vaccine. 
Accessible versions and translations are also available. 
 
I am sure that parents will have questions over this process. The Department for Education have 
produced a helpful document that includes several FAQs. This can be seen here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-
schools/covid-19-vaccination-programme-for-young-people-guidance-for-parents .  
Please can I urge parents to read the sections on consent and how this works. Unlike the Covid 
testing process, the role of school is much more limited with vaccinations. But we will continue 
to work closely with families to support them however we can through this process. I will send 
further details once we have been contacted regarding next steps and dates. 
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School Covid Update 
I would like to reassure parents that we are continuing to adhere to the latest guidance and 
protocols for managing Covid in school. I know that it still feels strange and new to not be self-
isolating if you are a contact of a positive case. We do have a number of positive cases amongst 
our students, and we update this and review it on a daily basis. I am seeking advice from our 
local Health Protection Team and the DfE when needed. We have an Outbreak Management Plan 
in place should we need to use it, and this decision is made in consultation with the previously 
named organisations if certain thresholds are met. If needed, some of the previous control 
measures would be reinstated if this is deemed necessary.  
In order to keep the transmission of positive cases to a minimum, please can I remind parents to 
ensure that you and your children follow the basic protocols: 

- Students and staff should continue to test twice weekly at home until the end of 
September, when this will be reviewed 

- Students should still be wearing face coverings on buses 
- Students or staff who are identified as close contacts of a positive case will no longer 

need to self-isolate, as long as they are below 18 (students) or fully vaccinated (staff) 
- Students, staff and visitors should not come into school if they have symptoms, if they 

have had a positive test result, or other reasons requiring them to stay at home due to 
the risk of them passing on COVID-19 (for example if they are required to quarantine) 

- If anyone in school develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, they should be sent 
home to follow public health advice 

- Staff and students with a positive LFD test result should self-isolate in line with the stay 
at home guidance. They will also need to get a free PCR test to check if they have COVID-
19. Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should continue to self-isolate. If the 
PCR test is taken within two days of the positive lateral flow test, and is negative, it 
overrides the self-test LFD test and the students can return to school, as long as the 
individual doesn't have COVID-19 symptoms 

 

Bus Issue: No. 73 

Following this item in last week’s newsletter, I have been informed that Procters are unable to 
bring the collection time forward at the end of the day, which means that students on the 73 
are still having to wait longer for this service. To make matters worse, we have been informed 
that road works on this road are also likely to impact on this service over the coming days, 
potentially making it even later.  
I have asked for some quotes to get an idea of how much it would cost for us to charter our own 
private bus service for these students, and I await this information. But I must be honest with 
parents – this may not be a ‘quick fix’ – it is likely to be very costly in terms of our school budget 
and may be a project that we have to work towards over time, rather than an instant solution. 
Our after-school clubs are starting, and within the next 2 weeks we will also be running our 
after-school self-study groups where students can stay in school to complete work if they wish. 
At least this means that they would not have to endure waiting outside in horrible weather while 
we try to resolve this situation. 
I understand the frustration that students and parents are feeling, and as a staff we share it. 
Thank you all for your ongoing patience and understanding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Is your child missing some belongings from last year? Tell them 
to head up to Room 15 to check with the Pastoral Team…there 
are a number of coats, shoes, trainers, uniform items and PE 

kits that were not collected at the end of the summer term. 



Extra-Curricular Taster Day 
This whole school event was a huge success on Monday. Mrs Lumsdon did a fantastic job of 
organising and coordinating the sessions and the range of activities that students experienced 
was really impressive. We now have our extra-curricular timetable and we will be encouraging 
as many students as possible to take advantage of these. Our ambition is to become the no. 1 
school in the area for Personal Development, and a key part of this is students having 
opportunities to try a range of experiences that help them form friendships, feel a sense of 

achievement and grow in confidence. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



BHS Open Evening Success 
Parents will have heard me mention our Project 600 ambition before. This refers to our plan to 
increase student numbers to 600 over the next 3 years (we currently stand at 499). 
On Wednesday we opened our doors to Year 5 and Year 6 families for this year’s Open Evening 
and I was absolutely delighted with the response to this event. We had over 600 people coming 
through school; the students were amazing, revelling in their new leadership roles as Student 
Ambassadors giving tours, or as Subject Ambassadors helping us in departments across school. 
We received some lovely feedback from the visiting families – there really was an amazing buzz 
around the place. Staff who have been here a long time told me that they have never 
experienced such a busy Open Evening, so we are hoping that this bodes well for our continued 
efforts to increase student intake. Thank you to Mrs Woodward for her brilliant work in 
organising such a great evening, and to all the students and staff for putting so much effort into 
this. Thanks also to our wonderful new PTA who provided a range of hot and cold snacks to keep 
visitors refreshed. A wonderful evening was had by all. Here is one of our adverts appearing in 
local press at the moment… 

 



 



 

What’s Coming Up? Events This Half-Term  
 

 

DATE EVENT AUDIENCE 

Deadline:  
1st October 

BHS Official Calendar 
Competition 

Theme: Courage, Commitment, 
Compassion. We are looking for photos of 
students achieving through excelling in 
and enjoying their own areas of interest 
both inside and outside of school. 

1st October 
(during 
school day) 

Geography Field Trip to 
Malham 

Year 8 Geography students 

6th October 
(NEW DATE) 

Year 7 Parents Setting In 
Evening 3.30-5.30pm 

Year 7 Parents 

13th October Primary School Enrichment 
Day at BHS (DRAMA) 

Year 4 & 5 students from our surrounding 
primary schools. 

14TH October Post 16 Information Evening Yr 11 Parents 

15th October Restart A Heart Day Year 7 students 

20th October Blood Brothers Performance 
- Bradford 

Yr 11 Drama students 

21st October Year 7 Self-Study Support 
Evening 

Year 7 Parents 

 

Food Containers? 

 

The food technology department has a 
collection of food containers that students have 
brought cooking ingredients in for lessons in the 
last school year.  They need to be collected 
within the next 2 weeks please as we need the 
storage space.  After 2 weeks the items will be 
sent to a local charity shop. 
Many Thanks 
Mrs Bradley 
Food Technology Department 

Governor Vacancies 
 
We will shortly be advertising for two governor 
vacancies. We will notify parents when these 
positions go ‘live’ – and please keep an eye out 
on our school Facebook page and the vacancies 
section of our website for further information. 
We have a very committed team who have 
overseen key improvements over recent years, 
and we are keen to keep adding relevant 
experience and insight. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 



 

Wensleydale Rugby Club – 
Looking for All Age Groups 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yr 11s - Virtual Work Experience 
GSK Virtual Work Experience Sign Up - October 2021  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://survey.gsk.com/TakeSurveyError.aspx?SurveyID=m2KM4552H&Reason=2


 



 



 


